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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Buerkett 31st Street Landfill, ILD980901599, L1678250016, is a 
general municipal refuse and non-hazardous special waste sanitary land-
fill located near the intersections of Sections 1, 2, 11 and 12, Township 
15 North, Range 5 West, in Sangamon County, Illinois. 

The site was operated as a refuse disposal facility from approximately 
1967 to 1970 by Buerkett. An Agency inspection (IEPA) on August 4, 
1971 showed that the site was not operating, that one of two entrances 
to the property had been closed, and that 10 to 15 acres had been used 
to dispose of concrete, wood ties, and miscellaneous articles. The 
operator of the site did not secure an Agency permit, or a Department 
of Public Health permit, prior to operating the site. 

The site has been operational since 1975 under authority of Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency Permit Number 1975-1-OP. The landfill 
operated in three distinct areas known as Pit A, Pit B and Pit C. 
Pits A and B have been completed and all fill activity is now in Pit C, 
as authorized by Supplemental Permit No. 1985-6-SP, dated March 15, 
1985. Pit C is an approximate 20 acre parcel, with a net fill area 
of approximately 16 acres. 

Merle Buerkett has been a named respondent in three enforcement actions 
filed before the Illinois Pollution Control Board, in which final orders 
were issued against Buerkett for improper operations of the landfill. 

I. IEPA v. Clay Products, Merle Buerkett et al., PCB 871-4, 
June 23, 1971. 

II. IEPA v. Merle Buerkett and Harold Cline, PCB 77-294, April 27, 
1978. 

III. IEPA v. Capital City Land, Inc., Merle Buerkett et al., 
PCB 81-182, September 15, 1982. 

In all cases, the Board found Buerkett in violation of the Chapter 7 
Solid Waste Rules and Regulations for failure to comply with the daily, 
intermediate, and/or final cover requirements. 

Other repeated violations that this landfill was cited for are: 

1. daily cover not being provided adequately to all refuse; 

2. solid waste being deposited at the top of the slope instead 
of being deposited at the toe of the fill; 

3. evidence of leachate flows and ponded leachate; 

4. intermediate covering was not satisfactory; 
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5. large amounts of windblown litter was observed in and around 
the site; 

6. inadequate depth of daily cover; 

7. solid waste being dumped into standing water; 

8. improper completed manifests; 

9. vectors (birds); 

10. open burning; 

11. inadequate spreading and compacting; and 

12. operating outside permitted hours. 

The last inspection was conducted on September 9, 1985 by Rick Lanham, 
DLPC/FOS, Central Region. The inspection noted a violation of the 
site's operating permit by accepting demolition wastes that contained 
metal and wood debris. All other operations at the site on the above 
date (9/9/85) was in compliance. 

Due to repeated operational violations, this site is given a medium 
priority and an inspection is needed to assure operations are in order. 

KP:tk:4/9/12(3/25/86) 



SUPPLEMENTAL WASTE PERMITS 

Waste Name 	 Waste Generator  

Fuel #4 Oil Absorbant Pad 	 Pierce Waste Oil 

Contaminated Fuel Oil/Soil 	 All-Ways Trucking 

Septic Sludge 	 Latin School 

Dead Cow 	 William Parker 

Soil Contaminated with Diesel Fuel 	Tim Hansen 

Gas and Fuel Oil Contaminated Dirt 	Barney's Furniture 

Soil and Diesel Fuel 	 Western Coal Express Co. 

Fuel Oil and Water 	 Big Three Corporation 

Pea Gravel and Fuel Oil 	 Big Three Corporation 

Sorbent Material 	 Valley Steel Products, Inc. 

Fuel Oil Contaminated Debris 	 Chicago & Illinois Midland RR 

Cutting Oil Emulsion 	 Fiat-Allis 

Grease Trap Cleanings 	 Community Sanitation 

Oil Filter Sludge Cake 	 Central Refining Company 

Neutralized Liquor Water 	 ADM 

Paint Booth Sludge 	 Fiat-Allis 

Grinder Sludge 	 Fiat-Allis 

Scrubber Sludge 	 City of Springfield 

Frozen Animal Carcasses 	 Sangamon County Animal Pound 

Car Wash & Grease Trap Pumpings 	Portable Sanitation Systems 

Asbestos Insulation Scrap 	 CIPS - Meredosia Station 

Wastewater Treatment Sludge 	 Springfield - CWLP 

KP:tk:4/9/13 
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